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NHS FACES Cins ACROSS THE UK 



T he KHS is facing a crusHtng new 
blowv with scaling; cfecbts Jeaiiing lo 
die possible loss of tip td NHS 
jobs over me next vcafSi jccordiflg 
ro a new report. Acro^i die 23 SrmHgie 
Health AuEhonrics (SHAsl, six are 
overtly distussEos fliasstve cnis+ while 
others are cloauiK bedf ind droppinig 
services to meet tbeif [«|U3fed tarpeti. 

Figures coiTpilcd by Health Enwigcnq., 
an NHS watchdog spontorisd by Unum, 
have revealed widespread weaknesses in 
the national budget. In their new^slener 
they said; "AsnapshoE esnmate or the 
available figures sugge^B a lotal ^arrhdl 
of more than £1.6 billiori jcrcms 22 SHAsr 
die 51 most flnaneii Ely chibenged NHS 
Trusts fiiic dcfidi^ and wingi targets 
totalling ilmoif £650 million.'^ 

Trust! arc being aik^l»dtUvier£L6bfi j 
ill 'effidfeiK) savings* in order to receive 

towlimg «ixwst 

Trusts ill® being n^ked to driver £h6bn 
in ‘effidenciy savings^ in order lo receive 
full funding for the jxat Jf they don’t 
make ihe cuts they risk opentrtg up a wide 
gap bciwecn expected cure and abhiiy 
to pay. 29 hospitals and mental health 
ctusts are going to ha^-e to find more 
than £ lOm each to stay in the blaekt 
with another 22 reciuittng £5iii at least. 

The group have cited a huge scries of 
Ota appCAring In newspapers and govern- 

juient infomTffltion ucioss thecounfty^ 

parricubrly in Hcrtfoedshiir, Unoobshirr, 
London. Suffolk, Worcesrershifc and 
West Yorkshire. 

nic situalioti IS being eKaccfbaled hy 
an apparent move ro promote private 
practice at the expense of NHS fiinding. 
Local PCTs have been told by central 


I government to begin greater a j location 
of funding to private hospital Sources, 
taking funding away from the NMS. By 
ehe end of the ycai; t0% of all PCT 
funding will go to private sources, with 
a iong-ECTtn goal of 15%, alrhoi^gh 
according to hcalrh secretary Tatiicia 
Hewitt, that %uneis not being regarded 
as an upper limn. 

'Failing* hospitals which do not turn 
a proht will be dosed down, a particular 
concern as according ^ national audit 
office^ one quarter of all NHS trusts 
couldn't break even Iasi year* with worse 
figures predicted for this year. 

One third oi trusty are in perilous 
fmanctaj circumstances, dtey said The 
policy shift has raised fears that the 
ultimate rrtotiiT for Labour may be 
privatisation of the Nf-IS. 

Dr John Lister^ Information Director 
‘ uiitnuiTe mouve lui i-di)utiriii*/ ml 
privatlfaiLon of tbc NHS. 

Dr John Liirerp Fnformatkin Director 
for presfipte group London Health 
Emergency said; hard to lell whidi 
figures are the most worrying^ the huge 
sums CO he saved through identified 
spending cuts, or the fact that tens of 
millions of 'savings’ assumed by the i 
SHA^ have yer to be identified. Patricia 
Hewirr in May announced £3hn was 
available for the NHS to buy in more 
licrviccs from high-cost private hospitals, 
despite the capadt>' of the NHS to deliver 
better value: the money isclearly available 
to rescue rital services and save am NHS. 
If she refuses to act it will be clear she is 
happy for NHS organisations ro faiL* 

Sir Nigel Crisps the NHS dikf executive, 
denied the charges. He said; “TTiese 


figure* are totally misleading. They 
appear to be a mixture of ptcrjecied 
efbciency savings and proieii-ted deficits. 
Any suggestion by" Health Emergency 
ihat the NHS H facing cutbacks on 
soch a scale is scaiemongcring of the 
worst order." 

But Health Emergency point to the 
practical impact on a huge number of 
PCTs where millions of poundi arc having 
to be recouped through reductiofli in 


service. Lai^ reductions such as in North- 
we*t London {£l8Pm). doucestershire 
and V^iltshirc (£l75ni), County Durham 
and Tees Valley {£l52jn) and Hampshire 
and Isle of Wight (££25m.E are likely to 
bhe, while Brighton and Sussex was mo$t 
challcngcdp needing to cut roughly 12% 
of its annual income to stay afloat. 

Reb Bay 

study Df IDwEy efTecm: Siitfbtk pct is 

£42 . 5 ni ki dft&E, bas ^ to protected Job 


Fosses of 440, wrtti L03 berts going and b/vo 
sui^cal theatres dosed- FCt boss Ohds Brovh 
noted that the PCF had iwa dicicgs, lO "nrovide 
^5% of the service In lOO% of the people or a 
100% service le 33% of the people * Thk is 
oily ihe ^erstr but all Seffnlk PCT* are cutting 
services and jobs. It la thought iilBljf Uia(t three 
iiospitals mil doss end beds wiM ^ In atmest 
every tadllly aemss the couriy. ThuM of tlw 
trusts are considering sale of their Feed lo dain' 
beck money. 


POSADA SIAYS FOR NOW 


GATE GOURMET EXPLAINED 


M rs Kauj; a worker »t Gate 

Gourmet for over *« years, tells 
the siorj of the workers' fight 
against management. 

Havr cofidilians ihangid th^ fMst 

feuf^ ycant 

When Gate Cjourmei was under Bntisb 
Airways maiugf mcnr wt used it? proride 
the fo^ for 45 55 night! In rccenr years 
wt; have provided knvi fur 00 fights, 
and this on the same rjK of pay *ind 
working hours, not on overtime. Many 
a time we have asked for some sort of 
pay-rise bui we were always told that 
this was not possible due m the company 
loaing money'. One of otir major com^ 
plaints with the oi^aiuation of Gate 

r&pa oojs-e5fl4 

I 


Gourmet was rhat there seemed to be 
tcxi many levels of management. 

On the one band wc were being told 
the company was losing money and on 
the other band more managcuicnc team 
members v^'ere being introducedT and in 
2002 many of them had their w-ages 
ificrca^di from £l7k to £25 k, 

Hott^ did the dhfmte s 0 rtf 
On the 9th August wt were toid fbar 
the seasonal temp w'orkers were being 
brought in. 1 a^ked why rhii wa* being 
done, seeing as the company had wanted 
to get rid of 630 staff [according TO rhe 
original offct^ of redundancy in JuneJ. 

I was told that these temp wnrkefs w^ere 
being brought in to cover some of rhe 
staff that bad left - some 15 people, 
hardly enough to justify the 130 temps 
that were actually eiiiplo>ed. These 
concern I are what sparked off a 
meeting called by the workers. 


dismissed but what 1 have heard from 
frieiirds and coUcaguci was quire shocking- 
Women bad water chucked on them and 
were dragged building by 

management; it*s disgusting behaviour. 
People WKC noi allowed to get water, 
to go to the toilet... and tome of these 
pCQpie were diaheiic and pregnant. 

Whai hm pmonai been qb 

youi 

WcH obviously the income has substan* 
tially decreased but it is tJic menrol 
impact that is worse i rhink. When you 
are &o used to getting up every marnirig 
and going to work^ suddenly not having 
anything to do aU day i* extrcJTiely 

strange. My fAmily have been cximricly 

supportive,^ 

Hf?w da^you see the dispute 
I think the company’s dm is to ultinlalt 
break the Union. People arc desperate, 
they need the money and the solidarity 


L uis Posada Carriles, a rerrorist who 
blew up a Cuban alrlinet killmg 76 
people, remains in the United State* 
after immigration judge William Abbott 
declined to issue a deportation order 
sending Posada to face justice in 
Venezuela. 

Posada had already avoided being 
lerurned to his native Cuba^ after airomcys 
for the Dqiartment of Homeland Security 
agreed he was likely to he cortured by 
the Castro reginH. Venezuela ha* also 
applied for his exrradinon, whidi Posada^ 
legal team has declined lo fighit indicating 
that such a claim wonld involve m-eafing 
details of violent anri-Casiro activity that 
wmild be embaras$tng to his former 
employers - rhe US govetnment. 

Posoida was involved in rerrorist activity 
jgiinst the Cuba.n government after 
fleeing the island in ibe w'ake of the 
1939 revoEiiimm poniciparing in the CIA 
ipanrored Bay of Pigs invasion in 1^62. 
HiS lawyer claim* that he had been a 
CIA agent up until the l990s and that 
the US should gram him ciiiMnship or 


Posdda"s invc4venient in the inns traffkk- 
ing to the Contra inaurgency and a close 
reboonship to irtfamous Marine Corps 
Lt Colonel Oliver North. 

Protestefs gathered outside the coun 
room in El Paso, Texas^ demanding 
justice for the victims of the 1^76 
bombings and other crime* commiited. 
by Posada, including an lialian rouriai 
killed in a 1997 hotel biimh which 
Posada bragged of organiring in the 
New York Times. 
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Home and away 


Power struggle 

Gii ind electricity (>rice hikes tkai were 
P3»cfl by rcgubirofs earlier rh.L$ have 
come into effect, Oi^er five mrUbn peopJe 
will het higher bills the second of 
ihree maior suppliers impose the 
Powcnien have announced a 7.2% rise 
in lestdcnTial dcccricicy prices ajuJ 11.9% 
for gaSp folJowing £DF» who bit monrb 
pushed up prices by 10.7% br de^;cTidty|^ 
12% ht gas, Britiih Gas will put up their 
own bills by ihe end of ihe year, 

A new report by ectjrtorntc group 
Global Insight hais revealed thar Bnri$h 
families are paying up eo £l 4t6 more 
every year compared lo Europeans m 
non-privAtised countries. 

LockerWe fake 

A fiigh-ranking police officer has given 
lawyers defending All Mohamed ah 
Aicgrahik convicred of the Lockerbie 
bombings^ a signed statement implicating 
the CIA in a plot to frame him. 

The officen ^'ho was ranked at least 
assistant chief conswblet daima a crucial 
piece of evidence - a circuit board found 
during the investigation. wa$ planted as 
the CIA 'wrote rhe^pt' to incTiininatc 
Libya. 

The circuit board, found sever.il miles 
Away from the craih site, wi£ parr of 
timer device used to deronate explosives 
and maitufncnired for only Libya and 
the East German StAsl 

Rumours have cucukrtd for several 
ycar£ rfiAt the bombing was a set-up^ with 
one retired CIA officer making similar 
allcgatiom in 200X 

Superuniori attacked 
A uiiion of middle managers have 
threaiened to walk away from union 
Amicus if the proposed supeninlon 
merger goes through, claiming the new 
group would be 'rcKi left wing\ The 
^Communication .Managers .Association 
<CMAi have hreome increasingly 
belligerent since negoriarioRS opened 
IxtVL^een Amicus, the GMB and TGWU 
about the possihilify of a merger in 200^+ 
The association, rcpresetiEiiig around 
13^01)0 middle managers at Royal Mail, 
think the kft wing foetK will negket them. ' 
The TUC, whirh ha$ been heavily 
critidMd for ih^ pro^new labour stanre, 
has rcfecred the ebims^ sayiEig a larger, 
ennsolidated union would help to avoid 
compedEions for memhership and have 
the ability to pool resources. i 


Around the world 


DENMARK^ The Danish police has raided 
parr of Chrisdania in Copenhagen. About 
200 riot police stormed rhe fneesEatc and 
quickly sealed off 'Feedens Eng' (The 
meadow nf peace} which is a pan of 
[be aiic, where people live in traders. 

Jn one of the biggest mass arresEs in 
Denmark evci, the police made over a 
hundred arrests. There are various icpom 
of injured peopJe. Most people have 
been charged with not following police 
orders, all hough some with charges 
relating rd violence against the police. 



CKrisrinia had been self .idminiitrAiive, 
meaning no ptmiir w'as needed to 
^build' new property or have trailers 
parked upon it'v gjrESutids, Newly 
introduced lasv^ means trailers have to 
have, so new develppment can rake 
place. 

The people from ChiisriauLa hjve 
resisted this new teejsl^Tion for wars, 

WJMJL iveep ujtir anu 

self'nuiuged decision-making structures 
thflc hai-e kept the place running for 
over twenty' year^, 

ITALYj Last month a new antt-teirorist 
law came into force in response to the 
London bombings. The decree followed 
a puhJk debate which often nrayed 
into racijin^ according m mediii group 
State watch, 

AI Qaeda have i&iued Threats against 
Italy due to its presence ifi fraq and 
atnrudes expressed by MFs arid 
ininivtti>i from the Ixga Nord. 


Giuseppe Pi^anu^ the Italian Interior 
Minister, said that measufe$ in the 
decree wenc not •‘excepnortar bur an 
"^intervefition to make cxisEiiig norms 
sharper and more incisive in the fight 
against terrorism, “ 

Siatewsucb said: “Although the claim 
was aimed ai reducing concern tjvcr the 
iiieasures; that w^ere to be adopted,, a 
clo^r reading of the law suggests that 
it features [he adoption i>f 'excepdE>na I' 
measures on a permaneni basis." 

MEXICO: Over the 7th, Sth and of 
bepicrnbci; .Mayan groups of the Yucaon, 
Mexico, will hold the P'uj^ ihe search to 
hunt the dcei; rhar represencs the capacity 
of the Mayans rt> organtbemselves 
around a common objective. 

The P'uj will be a mobilisation to lift 
the word atid the memories of the 
Mayan people from w'hcre the govern- 
mem has scwt. forgerfuknesss The three- 
day march will depart from Cisurll, the 
place where the indigenous rebel]ion 
lead by jacintn Can Ek In 17£1 began 
against the Spanish colonisation, and 
will arrive in .Merida^ the capimE city r># 
[he Yucatan, where they will prerenr a 
docioneni to ihc local congress. 

The document is the manifestadon o f 
a group of mayans W'ho oppose the 
cieaEton of a local Uw of indigenous 

SJnsiiTutmn ^.1 " 

would respect the San Andreas 
Accords, which were signed in 1996 by 
the EZLN iZapatisc&sh the 
representaEEves ol various indigenous 
peoples And representa rives of rfic 
Mexican government. 


MIDDLE EAST: The ac-counr:t of ewo 
Yemeni detainees said ro have recenrly 
been transferred from the US deretition 
facility at Guamanamo Bay in Cuba 
have described another US detention 
regime just simster, yet more 
secret! ^^e^ than Guanlanamo. The men 



appear to fuive ti«n victims of the US 
adfRinistrarioc^ policy of secret 
derentions around the world. For over 
a year and a half they had effectively 
'dUappeored'- 

Thou>iands of dnainees reinain held 
in US custody in liaq and hundreds 
remain in US cuHody in Afghanistait, 
sow of them having been detained 
wbrbout trii^l and lirtLidlly 
incommunicado ew more than a year. 

Several thousanJ other detainees aa 
bclif^ifd to be MeI in the custody of 




her govemmenEs« iht behest of the 


In additjon, hosvevcr, the USA is 
bolding an unknown number of 
detainees in secret, incommunicado 
custody in unkno-wn locations and 
unknown conditions. 

Amnesty Intemaitonal has received 
reports thac in the context of the Var 
on terror* the USA has established 
secret deienticin facilities: in a number 
of coui^tties. These could include 
Jordan, Pakistan, Egypt, Hiailand 
and Afghanistan, and id the US base 
on the Bniish Indian Ocean imitory 
of Djegii Garcia, 


Prison news 


UK! Kent pt^lice have impounded ihi 
enlire 60>00D ptint-Eiin of the BNP 
^newspaper* Vokc of Fntcdoirl on th 
grounds iE is inciiing racial hatred. 

The September issue of the pubtica 
was impounded at Dover on SuEiday 
whilst cn route from a printworks u 
Slovakia (its previous printer was a 
Saudi htm) to a distribuiion haWty 
[.reds, and will hopefully be pulped. 

A spokesman said officers were 
working with the Crown ProsciCuEioi 
Servke. 

USA: Colin Powell, the formef US 
sccrtia.fy of [itare>hai nfiacked [he B 
administtatiou for its actions in Iraq 
saying the post-war planning for the 
couniTy has been choock and could 
lead to civil war. 

The general cxprci^ deep rtgrer 
his actions in pushing the war in the 
UNp and has admined thill the evidc 
he had was neither Eoctually correct 
enough to justify the invasion. 

He abo ad mined there was never i 
cvidenec lifiking the events of I hh 
September m Saddam Hussein. 
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Passports to pay 

Passport cosii could rise by nearEy half 
next year ui help finance Ehe inimductitin 
of ID card^^ nmntiu before the bill 
designed to introduce ihein has been 
rattlied. The move is widely regarded as 
an arirmpr to cbw back some of the 
prcifcctcd £fl0bn cost of Ebe cards, whidi 
Nuh Charle^i Clarke and the minister in 
charge have admiued will not have any 
role ill stopping trrftirism or fraud. 

f he cost for a phoEE> passport rises m 
2006 from £42 to £60, and iii February 
the traditionai passport will be replaced 
by an c^passport, 

BKxiieihc passpoiTH will become regular 
iasue by July of nrKt year, rE^gardless of 
any ehangei to the fD biJI, so send off 
now folks. 

Gonder fucked off 

The pay div^ has not bssca^ed since New 
labour tame to powti; md may be gertLag 
wijRc, accetfding lu a new study. A saUry 
cotupArisoEi wehsite, Payfimkauxifit, /tninJ 
rbat women still cam just over three- 
quarters of the equivalent male salary. 
Average yearly earnings for men arc i 
£30,94S, white wQitirei tarn £23,977, I 


Yarl'^s Wood 

Twti women have been taken to Bedford 
l-fospiEal as fears grow for the healch of 
rhe Ugandan hunger Mriker.s in the fifth 
week of their protest. Four women 
hunger strikers remain m Ynrrs ^^ood 
protesTing again^ft their deportation and 
the cnnditions in dereiiriuo. One very ill 
and weak woman wax taken on a 12* 
luaur ioumey to Dungavd Deieutitm 
t-entre in Scotland, where she ^e■mai^^l 
hunger strike. 

Other women, indudrng spokeswoman 
Harriet Anyangokolo, have been retcsisod 
having at last secured k^i represenmrimi 
ind the opportunity m gei Eheir C3$e 
reconsidered a result of ihdr protest. 
Hut at least tw'o wt^men have been 
deponed., one of w^hom was stopped by 
corrupt imiriigr.^tjort idficials in Uganda 
denunding she give rhcni all her money 
Of they wcmld hand her over to rhe 
police. She is now in hiding, I'hete hfis 
been no contact with the other woman. 
The Home Office nefurex to take any 
rrsponrihiJity for monitoring the safety 
uf rhcM it rcturnx. 

Some of the women affected 3 re: 


.Ms Glofij C:halimp 2 (HO Ref: Cl 11 
7i39/3 Parr Ref: SE\V02/J277) who 
has been in detention since 24ih June 
100 S And is due to be deported on 22nd 
September. She suffered years of 
repeiited rape from ff c age nf six^ when 
rhe Lords Resistance Army (I.RA) killed 
her pArtriixand abducted her. 

She was trained jx i child soldier how 
to fight and use guns. She was sold m a 
"sponsorV who alto raped her and Eater 
arranged for her to ^tudy in the UK. On 
a vtAit back to Uganda she was aiTestcd 
and impri^ned for kiuing another 
woman in a nightclub. She maniged lo 
raenpe and retunied to ihe UK- But when 
ihe claimed asylum xhe wa$ pui on the 
'fast'trock^ prExxdure and iktairteJ in 
Varl Y W<xid, 

Mi Madina Irimeri JHQ Ref: G 
1121 I9S^ Port refi AFOS6167W) has 
been detained for three months in the 
UK and is due to be departed on 20tb 
September. She waa detained in military 
barracks In Uganda where she suffered 
rape and pthet torture. The Home Office 
lelused to believe her accuunr when she 
claimed asylunip 


Mx irinwrt's lawyer failed to keep her 
informed eff w'h,it ivas being done on 
her case, and she never saw what was 
submitted TO fhc niithoritres. No expm 
rcptsri was commissioned by her lawiTt 
for h^r appcaJ hearing eo document .Ms 
rrimrriV aa:ount ai her experiences and 
imtsfig^tr their tmpao: on hcc An affidaviE 
she had got tfom Uganda confirmiiig her 
accDunr was dbEnissed by rive adjudicator 
because it was a fax. 

.Ms Enid Riibango fHO refi RI09549y 
Parr ref: LB E/393901J was derainedon 
17th May and has als*! bem in Bedford 
Hospital after she collapsed in Yarl's 
WtKxI on Sunday. 

She was taped by Ugandan soldiers 
looking for her hustrand who was rn 
the LRA, and again when she wa* 
taken into detention, ,Shc was raped 
Again by the man who brought her to 
the UK. She IS HIV positive. Again no 
expen evidence was cgmmiSrioneil hy 
her lawyer to documern her cxperumres 
and needs. The Home Office and (he 
adjudicaicir at her appeal dismissed her 
accounr ciairning the availability of free 
HJV/AfDs (TcatmEmt in Uganda, 


G 8 update, from the Legal Defence 
Monitoring Group 
Most of our rime is currently spent 
starring out the affermatb of the GS as 
part of the GS Legal Support Group. 
The Group fielded legal observers at all 
the actions in Scotland throughout the 
week. .Ground 360 people were arrested 
and couTT cases are now taking place- 
AEihou^l'i sE^mc people were tenia nded 
(one person for six weeksli no one ts 
currently m prison. The Group issued a 
sEaremrnr condemning rhe policing and 
havf appealed for wimcssC^^ 

M<ire dcEai^:$ can be found at rhe 
websicr gHjcgabuppun.info where 
update will also appear- 
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News 


An unusually cool summer 

* 

Research by the Met Office suggests that climate change will have a 
major impact on our food supply and weather, reports Rob Ray 


C limate cJijngc will destroy' cropi^ I 
increisijig the numbtr of people at 
risk of starvackirt by up to 50 mitlkif^ 
occordijig to a report given ax the Ekiti&ti 
Association for the Advanctment of 
Science Festival of Science in Dublin 
on 5rh September. 

In the UK, heatwave sumniers like 
the one in 200J which killed 15,000 
people across Europe will be re^rded 
as 'unusually cool" by 2050- 
The report, published by the govern- 
mtm funded Hadley Centre, paints a 
deeply cdnocrning picture of the impuci 
of global wanning, and warns that with¬ 
out massive changes in greenhouse gas 
output, the changes will be mevitable, 
and \mvtmhh. 

Oihcf rffccts predicted using newly 
developed methods by the Mel Office- 
linked research team to cut down 
uncertainnea in predicring global dimatc 
change over the neset 50 years have .shown 
in prelirninary results; 

* A 4 n^ rfvrt nlanrt lArtll 

• At many locanom, extreme tempera¬ 
tures to increase more than the seasonal 
average. At some locations, ^asonal 
average rainfall is predictEd to decrease, 
whik the mtemitv' of extreme rainfall 
will incrtascr 

Ifss certain possibiliites include: 

* The oceans' thermohaline circulation 
(movement of the iiesi along underwater 
arteries which transfer hot water from i 
south to north and returns cold) 
collapsing. The effects of an abrupt 
collapse of the circularion would cause 
slj^ifiL-aTit CDolii^g over much of the 
norrhem hemisphere- 
• A de-glaciation of Greenland may be 
triggered anme time in the next few 


ccnrurie?+ A new^ siraolackm indicates 1 
that more than half of the Greenland 
ice sheer could be lof* wet the next 
1,000 yeans, with a contribution to 
sea level rises of up tQ 4m. 

» Gulf stream to slow by 20% by mid- 
century, though unlikely to twitch off 
altogether 

• Signiheant degradation of the 
Amazoninn basin, and massive die-off 
in the fainforesis due to low' rainfall/ 
higher temperatures. 

The report had pairicuUr ocuKems about 
the coniimiing viability of the global heat 
sinks, such as in the Ubffldor Sea, which 
have until now significamly reduced the 
impact of fossil fuci oae. 

It said: * About half the carbon dioxide 
emitted by fossil hid burning is absorbed 
by natural 'sinlu' in ecosystems and the 
oceans. Were it not for this, climate 
would already be changing fa«er than 
k is. 

“but there are concerns that ihk free 
service provided by nature may run out 

The ability of vegetation and Mil to 
absorb carbon dioxide concentradons 
in the atmosphere if also a cause for 
concern, it said; Hn some pa rrs of the 
wodd, where rainhtll decreases and higher 
temperarures increase evaporation 
vegeraoon will die back. Thus, instead 
of carbon being drawn from the 
atmosphere, it will acrualJy return to 
the atmosphere to enhance already 
increasing concentrations.^ 

Soil is due to become a net producer 
of C02 by 2050, speeding the process 
of global warming still furtber 
During the festival in Triniry College, 
DubUn, a separate ulk by Steve Long, a 
crop sdenntE at the University of IllinDis, I 



discussed recent interest in n theory tkar 
ijicreasing C02 levels would snmulate 
crop growth enough to offset any 
danger posed by rising cemperatures. 

He dismissed the idea. Extensive testing 
under enntmtied conditions, he said, 
showed a signtficAm loss of crops 


regardless of C02 Fcvels. “Current 
projections of global food suppiy under 
chmatic and annospheric change are 
likely to be very opiimisiic.* he said. 

Professor Loug illustrated his ptiint 
with the result of experiments with 
soya beans^ rhe mosr Impoirant 


leguminous crop, whieh, it was fouAd, 
would yield 20% lest by 2050i as a 
result of inertAsing ozone^ a pollutant 
relAced no pbotochemical smog. 

' S« http:y/www-itie4ja 

I FestivAKilSciefiCQy 


Hatfield execs walk 


A campaign lor changes to the rules 
governing maTulaoghief convictions 
has found renewed support in the 
wake ol the Hatfield rail crash triah which 
laat month saw rail executives clrared 
of reaponsibility for ihe deurhs of four 
people on I ?th October* 2t>D0. 

CampaignerE wunr the rules - which 
curttntly allow for prosecuEion only if 
it Can be proved there ii a -controlling 
mind* instigadng the deaths - akeired, 
with support unexpectedly coming from 
the Qown Prosecution Service after the 
trial finUhed. 

The consmicnon company Balfour 
beany and five rail executives had been 
taken to court on iDanslaughtcr charges, 
which were thrown oyr by presiding 
judge Mr Justice MAckay two monihs 

Mackay said at the time; T am nOT 
permitted to give rcasonic for the 
dedsion. I must wk yuu to accept rfiy 
ruling"’ 

The decision an^pred campaigning 
groups And disturbed the CPS. Director I 


of public prosecutions, Ken McDonald 
QC, Mid on I'uesday 6th September; 

'"I $tAnd by the decision to procure 
for manslaughter and breaches of 
health and safety law, We felt there was 
sufficient evidence in this case and rhe 
seriousncis of what w'as alleged meanr 
the public inrrresc demanded a 
prasecurion. 

'"How■evcf^ the judged ruling on 
Fnanslaiighter demonstrates agam the 
very real difficulne& the Crowm has m 
Mcuring convictions Against corpoiare 
businesses or individuals.” 

Instead Balfour Beatt}' were found 
guilty by a jury ot breaking safety rules 
before the rail crash., which also injured 
Tlie ruling will we the company 
fined for Hralth and Safety Act 
violatiofis on 3rd October, at the md of 
j nine rtionEh rrini and t five year waii 
for iht families of those affected. 

Bob Crow; general seertTAry of rail 
union RMT, said:; “ When there's money 
to be made ibere^ no shortage of 
executives ready and willing to pocket 


/at btirtuses, bur when there's some 
responsibility to be taken for something 
going horribly wrong, there's a 
deafening chorus of 'not me, guv"/ 

Jonathan Goldberg, defonding <jne of 
the cxecuiives, lold the (ury: ""These 
men worked in an under-funded, under 
inveiced itufustr)-, which had been 
neglected by governmenrs of all particsi 
for over 4Q years and which had 
reoendy undergone a botchexi and 
uiiworkAble privatisAfioo/ 

Doting the rnal it was pointed Out 
that workers on the line bAcI warned 
bosses up to two ycai^ before the crash 
drat [be line was unsafe. They bad 
proposed a 20mph speed limit And 
uigmr repAirs over a 36-hour period la 
the affected area. 

In a year of hugely increased pro-fiis, 
ibis professional recommendAtion W'as 
ignored^ 

A draft bill designed to impose a 
'‘ duty of care" on executives will be put 
to the parhamentaty scrutiny procress 
shurrly before Christmas. 


75 or bust 

A Study by the Employers’ Forum on 
Age (KFAi has fmmd that rhe 
maioiity of workers wonT want to 
work beyond 65 and, of those that do, 

* mosE rkher cannnr afford to stop or are 
privare sector tnanager^. 

Around 52 % of the people 
questioned stated thar they regaitfod their 
redremeut age i$ just reward or disliked 
their job cnoygli to discount staying. 

Of the remaining half of the working 
population, it was estimated that 40% 
comprised of pflivAte sector managers 
whose arritudes to work and pensions 
Were 'relaxed’, with most of die rest of 
the workforce oliDg their personal 
financLa! situAtjon as rhe primary reason 
for wanting to stave off rctirtment. 

Hie report^ Attitudes on Age, also 
found that only one in five workers 
thoughi they wotild be fit ic continue 
wxrtking inm their 7(>s, thou^ that 
total may be skewed by Age 
diBcrimmAtion fiCTurE, 

Ms Sam Mercer^ director of the EFA 
I said: '*Our rrseaidi reveals that age is 


irrefevanE when it comes to people's 
anitudes to working for longer - over 
half of aU workers want to retire as 
soon as possible- This should worry 
Government, given the need to extend 
working life to cotinrer oitr agang 
population and the looming peruton 
crisis/ 

The report concluded: “The finding i 
a itark watrung to Government m 
advance of the introduaion of Age 
discrimination regulations in October 
2006. 

**Thc report suggests a ^onc-stre'fits- 
all' approach by the Governmeni And 
etnpfoycrs to tackle working for bnger 
and retirement will beineffecrivr." 

The Fmsions Commission is due to 
report iti own findings on the pensions 
issue in November l^nsjon* miiustcr 
Stephen Timms hss said a separate 
consultation document on the subject 
will be published next springs 

A major shakeup in age discrimination 
law wtll come into effect in October of 
next yeaL 
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Constitutional farce in Iraq 


The proposed Iraqi constitution is the product of bribery, American 

i 

pressure and is almost completely illegal, reports Jack Ray 


T he founding docomenr of Iraq's 
in?w set he pul befcirt 

the people by refercn^uin on 1 5lh 
October, has coiTk unJer fire from oil 
sides, provoking gnti-consrirution 
dcmonstraciort^dcross fhe country. 
Repurts on llie proce» have also 
cridcised [bcheavy-hjndedness of 
Americin Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay 
Kbalilad and his team with accusation} 
that meiuberi of the drafitng committee 
wvre offered rauiti-rtlitliou cbJbir bribes 
DO support the document. 

Under ihe rmnsidonal Admloisurative 
Laws (TAL] cs’iahlished by jraq^ interim 
fldmioistrnrion under lyad Ailjwi the 
process was due tea he finished on lilh 
August^ burdifficulnes in reaching an 
agreemenr [Beam rhal an amendfnent 
was made vo [he law allowing for nn 
extension iq ihe 22nd. In the event that 

k I I .i.t.. 

pointy the narignal assembly was to be 
dissolved and further electioritS caded. 

the eonsticuttonnl process was 
illegally continued until the I9rh, where 
the conMiiution was submirted withc^yr 
rbe concensus of ihe drafting cominittec 
- 3 precondition of ihc Sunni delegates" 
invofvetnent in the process. The draft 
was then itlcgally subniitttd for public 
referendum without a national 
assembly vote^ 

Andrew' Arato* Ji consiTirurioiiaf expert 
rtt the Univef^ity of Chicago said^ is 
an absurd idea, and probably a novelty 
in the history’ of constitution making 
that a c<m 5 tirurjon.il ajacmbly need not 
vote at allwho is sufamifrtng che icxi 
Eo tbt popiilarHpn And by whai right?" 
The chaotic constituiionaf process 


conrinued after rhe submission of the 
Tina]' draft with US amhas&idor 
Khalibd itisivring that changes could 
scill be made to the draft as file as ihe 
7th September. Amerrcan interference in 
the constitutional process lias been the 

subject d widespread complaint; even 
fram iheir Kurdish allies. Mahmoud 
Othnidn, a Kurdish constitution 
comrniftre inctn her said *The Americans 
say they don^ intervene, bur thet' hav^ 
tnterverusd deep. They gave us a detriiled 
propiusak almost a full version of i 
constitution."" Mojh of the negotiations 
on ihecortSicitutkin being conducted by 
AmcficaodiiJ British dipknruiis shuttling 
between individual delegateSi ride- 
stepping open committee deli^ttc. Saudi 
newspaper AJ'Watan even reponed 
Suntii tiegoiiatoifs being offered $5in 
apiece by Washington to sign off on ibe 

Coalition interest were obvious in 
the final draft of the consdtiJtlon; an 
early draft appeanng in June contained 
the prm’iston ^sociaJ justice is the basis 
of huiFding society ", replaced in the 
later verston with Article 25 outltniitg 
nca-liberal plans for the consrliutiOEi: 
*The Mate shall guiranree rhe felorming 
of the Iraqi economy according to 
nrodernecofvoiilic bases... tncomiigLng 
and developing the private sector'". The 
strong p<}sitton of popular ekric Grand 
Ayatollah Siscani wji also rellecfcd in 
the document's second arm'le outlawing 
civil legislation that conifadias ^ihe 
esnahlish laws of rsiam” and swing 
Islamic Sharia Law as a '^'JfundarEicnral 
source” of legislation. 

Oppi>siriDn to tbr consEituilpn ha:^ I 



come from a wide variety of sources. 
The Simni musLim representatives on 
the cojisTiturkuial committee w'alked 
out in protest M the final drtfi being 
prcicniE'd vrithout their consent. Thdf 
group had already been m the receiving 
end of often viokmi attacks from dieir 
own communities for even participamig 
m the process, and the constirutiQn looks 
Hct [O be rticctcd in huge numbm among 
[he Iraqi Sunnis. Former insurgent ckiie 
Moqrada abSadr also strongly reieefed 


the new constiiutioiti calling a mass ] 
demon&rration in eight cities involvi/tg 
lOO^yOO people EO oppose the 
document. Opponerrs have fonued a 
broad united front against to fight the 
canstirurion, with coniplainis centring 
on ibe federal righis insisted uprm by 
the Kurdish mmoriiy. The constitution 
has to be passed by at least tighr aut of 
Iraq's nine provinces, with ar least two 
predominantly Sunni district altnosi 
certain to reject it- 


I Meanwhitcn violence across the 
country has not abated* with insurgents 
raking control of Al Qaim, on the 
Syrian border, reportedly executing 
collabiHators with the coalitjon md 
erpcting iigns itading *‘V^^ekometo the 
JsJjjiut Rcpuhlic of Qaim” on tbe mam 
Ciifranee to the towo. US troops had 
previously launched an offensive to 
take back the lowu ffosti insurgents in 
May, before leaving to arsaiilt another 
^ stronghold , Tall Afar 


Homeless and hunted 


Massacre at Port-au-Prince 


P ^j!ianr$ forced iiul of their homes 
by The violence of right-wing 
paramilitanc^ have tvcupied empty 
honei in the Qilomhian capital of 
Biygow. On 29th Augu^C iniHe than 
LlflO refugees arrived in trucks and 
bates ;jt Patio Boniro, a budding sire tn 
tbe Kennedy district of the city, where 
rhey excupied 1^3 unfinished homes 
whit+v li*d utocid urtu-ted for six years. 

The bmilien had been loixed into 
taking direct action in the face of a 
go%irnincnt indifferent to the plight of 
three million 0>lomhLan^ dripbeed in 
ihecoarttf>^\ 40 year oW civil wsl Miny 
had been flwiiig p,iniimilitary groups $udi 
as [be AUC, whu carry out fnufdets of 
QQinnanity acrisista. human riglift 
obsfjvcFS, trade ufiionisis and supposed 
liupportetti of rhe IcfpSt tniurgency 
The new n^idrnts quickly set ahum 
tmfciag Patio Jkuiiro hospitable with 
chudten joining their paTents in pulling 
wetdb, cleaning houses and licrting up 
kitdiini while the city govrrnmenl 


responckd by scndijig in h^iMAI), the ricH 
l>oEice who killed 15 year old anarchisi 
^J^col^1s Meira catlter ibis year The 
authorities blockaded ihc efitrarHX to 
the site, refusing to let people in or out. 
This continued until rhe protesters came 
to an agreement with the dry Coundk 
leaving the camp on Sth September in 
exchange for food suhridies, access to 
education and ^school uniforms for their 
children, ^nd u pitiinise tbaE they wciuld 
be found housing. 

The offer, made under the narional 
media spotlighti was not extended to 
other rcfiagecs and amounts to jusf a 
third of ihe monthly t^ubsidies currently 
being offered to demobilised paramirH 
caries. The receitrly cnacred Law on 
justice md Peace, which SCT& the icnrifi 
of the disarmament and dishandioent of 
the AUC ha^ come under severe 
criticism by NGOs and human rights 
ueganisacions, with the UN describing it 
AS an '“imphcifc amrursty"’. The AUC and 
its allies are estimated to be responsible 


f for 80% of ail huEnan rights abuses 
during Coioinbia'i civil war and are 
said in work iu close con^rdinarton 
wath Colombia state security lofcei, 
Under the plan, AUC members will 
receive a monthly payiTtenTof Si56 for 
two years in addiiion to a S3,500 grant 
in order to set theirtselves up in a 
business in cxtbanipc for handing in 
* rbdr weapons. The offer is dependeut 
on the AUG mamtairung a etnsefirr 
diar Amnesty Inrcrnational claim has 
already been broken, ‘^paromiliianes 
continue to operate as miiitary force, 
tci kill and threaten human rights 
defenders and local conimunity 
aeriviats,. to recruit and acr ioiiuly with 
rhe security for-.:ffii ... thuus^nd of 
human rights abusers have already 
benefited from de faett* amnesdes under 
the law." 

Much of the land taken front the Patio 
Bonito families has been [llegally setred 
as a result of pararailitary activity,, part 
of 4.jnT hectflfei viktta by force. 


T he wave nf state vitjlcncc in Haiti 
continued on 20 th Augusc with ai 
feast 20 people killed attending a 
fcKjlball match m Port-au-Pnnee. Tlie 
massacre, carried out by Haitian 
Kaiional J^’clLce (HNFj and a fined 
civilians occurred at half-tune during a 
Toumament for Peace’ in the slum ol 
KLirrissatir. 

HNP officers iFisinicred the Linnoy 
announcer to tdl the crowd to get down, 
before opening lire em the three tc> tour 
thousand spectatots- 
Afined civilians identified targets in 
the crowd “ supposed supporters of 
ouJted Pr^ident jean-Berfran Aristidie 
^ and the attackers reportedly inachered 
pKjple trying in escape tht football 
ground. 

Shortly afterwards police cars and 
amhuUncc^ arrived to rake away the 
bodies. 

Thf UniTed Naciiiris miirien ui Haili, 
tasked with keeping the pesice investi¬ 
gated the incident and ikeiared "This 
a hotribk and unaccapCakle incident^ 


from which Wt must rake aJI die lea^jfis. 

The UK^ role on the island has come 
under inEcmaiional scrutiny^ with 
ollega tioiis of complicity in government 
repression and a leading role in the 
deaths of dusienx of civilians in a 6th 
July raid. 

Meanwhile, human rights orgariisattoiM 
have condemned la lecenr World bank 
reporl cksL-ribiiig “a year of progresi^ in 
Haiti, calling rhe iifrick- which boasts 
of rhe cie^ition of new schools, roads 
and [isbsJ^Art ^inexcusable whitewash.* 

a ^ 
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A summaiy of New Orieans reports from the ground in the aftermath 
of hurricane Katrina, edited from raw Indymedia text 



H urriranc Kairina could have 
kiUed tcrni ttf rhuusands fid 
peoples aided and abrtted 
hy the actions of an 
American govenmienc who, 
in the words of Kanye 
Wdst^ 'dcui'r cart aboaf 
black peopEc'. Belaw art edited versions 
of some of tk-c best reporting on 
[nd>Tntdb New Orleans, 


Self organisation sans the state 
Two paranicdics stranded b NW Orleans 
give ihdr account on 2nd September, as 
the hm reports of looEina and anarch 
nait to surface: 

“Two days after Hufficine Kat/um 
ftruch New Orlcan!!, the mife 

at the comer of Hoyal arid IbcrvilJc 
remained locked. The dairy diipla^' case 
was clearly visible through the widowa. 

yogurt and cheeses were beginning to 
spbit in the 90-degrK heat. The owners 
and managers had locked up the food, 
WKtt, pampers, and prescriptions and 
fled the City 

‘'Outside Wa^gr«n■s window's^ residents 
and tourifts grew increasingly thirsty and 
hungry. The much-promised federal, state 
.ind local aid never materialised and the 
windenvii at Walgreen^ gave way to the 
looters. There iva» an altcmanve. 

“The cops could have bruken one small 
window and distributed the nuts« fruit 
juices, and bottle water in an organised 
and sj'stematic manner^ But they did 
n<it. Instead they spent hours playing 
w and rnc>usc, temporarily chasing 
away I ho lootenik 

w^ere finally airlifted out of New 
Orleans two days ago and arrived home 
yesterday [S^aturdayh We have yet to 
5 « any of the I'V coverage or look ar a 
new-spapern are willing to guess rhai 
there were no video images or hont- 
pagr pictures of Fui-opcan or affluent 
white touri«rs looting the Walgrcen's in 
the French QuarEen 
*'We alsr> susspect the media will have 
been inundated with *hero’ images of the 
National Guardp the lUfOpa and the 
police ^rruggiiiili hdp the "victims' of 
the hurricane What you will nol see, buE 
whftt vrt wime4scd,werc the real heroes 
and shetnes i>f the hurricane relief effom 
the working class of New Orleans, 

‘'The maintrnance worken. wh^j uicd 
A fork lift la carry the sick and disabled. 
The enpinccrsi who rtg^ii* nyrrurtd and 
keps the generators runnings I'hc clcc- 
triciant who improvised thick extension 
cords stretching over blocks to share 
the little eleetriciiy wc had in order to 
free cars stuck on rooftop parking lor^. 
Nurses who took over for mechanics I 
vemibwrs and spent manv hours on end 
manually forcing air into the lungs of 
unconscious padents zo keep them alive. 

"Donnnen v^ho rescued fdks stuck in 
dcvatoi^, Refinerr w^orkrrs who broke 


into boat yardik -stealing^ boats to reicuc 
dYcir neighbours clinging to rheif roofe 
m flood warers. Mechanics who helped 
hot' wire any car that could he found to 
fcrfv people out of the City^ Ai^d the 
food sentucc workers who scoured the 
comntercia) kitchens improvising 
cojnmunal tneals for hundreds of those 
Stranded ^ 

^Most of these worker^ had lost their 
homes, and had nor heiid from memben 
of their famdieSt yet they stayed and 
provided the only inffastructurc for the 
20% of New Orleans that was not 
under water.^ 


Words from the refugee camps 
Jordan FJakcrti' OH 2nii Scptcnibct writes; 

'^1 just left New Orleans a couple hours 
ago. I ira vdicd frturt the apartment I ivas 
staying in by boat to a hehcopter to a 
fw*riip#!0 fra inn. If anvonc wants to 

offictaN ttHv^irds the vktiitB of hurrica 
Katrina, J advise you to visit one of tJ 
refugee camps. 

the refugee camp L 

MO freeway near Causeway, rhausan 
of people (at kait 30% black and poi 
stood and squatted in mud and trash 
Isehind metal hamcade^^ under an 
unforgiving sun, with heavily armed 
soldiers standing guard over them. 

"When a bus would come through^ it 
w^Hild stop St a random spot, state 
police would open a gap in one of the 
barricades^ and people would ri44^h for 
the bus, with no information given about 
where the bus was going. Once inside 
(we were rold^ evacuees would he told 
where the bus W'as raking ihcm Barm 
Rouge, flouston, .Arkansas Dallas, oi 
other locations. I was told fhar if you 
hoarded a bm bound for .Arkansas [for 
escampk)^ even people with family and 
a place to stay tn Baron Rouge wtHild 
not be iJEowed to get out of the bus as 
ir passed through Baron Rouge. 

“You had no choice but to go to the 
shelter jo Arkansas. If you had people 
willing to come to New Orleans to pick 
you up, they could not come within 17 
miles of the camp. 

""I rravelleil throughout the camp and 
spoke to Red Cfos5 wtifkct% Salvarkm 
.^rmv worker^ .VahufiaJ Gujcd, and stiitc 
police, and althtsugh they were friendly, 
no one could give me miy derails on w hen 
buses would arrive, how' many, where they 
would go To^ or any other information. 

**[ spoke to ihe sc^'cral teams of ioumal- 
ist!i nearby^ ,ind asked if any of them had 
been able to get any information from 
any federal or 5tatc officials on any of 
these que^iionst, and all of them^ from 
Australian rv to local Fox afhllart^ 
c(}inplained nf an unorgantsed, non- 
commumcative, mess. 

'‘One cameraman told me 'oa sotnenne 
who’s been here in this camp for two 
days, the cvniy infbrmatkm I tan gisc you 
is rhis:grt out by nighrfalL You don Y 


w^ani to be here at night.' 

'There was ako no visible anempt hy 
any of those running the cailip to set up 
any sort ot rran&parent and consistent 
system, for instartet a lint to get on buses, 
a way lo tepsier contact informs non or 
find family members, special needs 
service for children $n4 infirm^ phone 
services, rrtalmerLt for possible disease 
exposure^ nor even a single trash ean. 

^NtiTiilc the rich escaped New Orleans^ 
those with nowhere to go and no way 
in ger There were left behind. .Adding ^Et 
ti; the wound, the local and natK^nal 
media have apert the last week derntmtsing 
thosie left behind. .As someone that lovei 
New' Orleans and the people in it, this 
is the part of this tragedy thaE hurts me 
the mnsr, and it hurts me deeply. 

^No sane person shixild clasdf)' somc- 
Diie who takes food from indefinirely 
clo^icd stores m a desperate, starving city 
as it *locjtrr% but fbatV ju^iE what the 
media did over and over again. Sheriff 
and politicians talked of having troops 
protect stores instead of perfonii rescue 
operations. 

Images of New Orleans' hurrkane- 
ravaged population were transformed 
into black, out-of-control, criminals. As 
if taking a stereo ftom a srufc that will 
dearly be insured apinst loss is A greater 
crime duin the govemmeniaJ neglEci: 
and incompetence that did Wllions of 
dollars of damage and destroyed a city, 

“This media focus is a ractic, [usi as 
the eighties focus on ^welfare queetvs' and 
'super-predators' ob^tjred the limul- 
r^neous and much larger crimes of the 
Savings and fjjsn scams and maw lay- 
of fs, the byper-exploitcd people of New 
Orleans are being uBed as a scapegoat 


to covff up much larger criines. 

“City, sraw and iKirional poliEidiins are 
the real criminals here. Since at least thr 
mid-1 SOIk, its been widely kmwn the 
danger faced by flundiag to New Orleans. 
The Jiljiod of 1^27, which^ Like ibis week's 
eveuus^ was more abour politics and 
racism than any kind of naturjl disojier^ 
ilfusirared exactly ihf danger faced. 

“VeT government nffidab have con ^ 
sisteritly refused to spend the maney to 
protect this poor, merwhelmmgly black, 
city. While FEMA and others v^arned oi 
the urgent impending danger to Nevt 
Orleans and put forward proposals tor 
funding to reinforce and protect ihe cityn 
the Bush administratidn, in even' year 
since 20f>1, has cut or refused fo fund 
New Orleans flood conutjh and iioiored 
scientists warnings ofinorased hurricanes 
os a result of global warming. 

“And, as the dangjers rose with the 
fIcKvdIines, the lack ue' ccHi/dinatciJ 
rrspofiitc dramatised vividly iNi callouB 
disregard of out elected leaden.’' 

Dont forget the prisoners 
One local wonden* uterc have all the 
prisoners gaiw? 

"“I joined memhen of Families snd 
Friends of LjUUisidtia's InoarccraErd 
Children (FFI.fC) thc^e past few days 
walking throL^ shelters in Laubiaria and 
Texas trying to help families comnea up 
with their children who had becri locked 
up 111 dercntkm oefitres and/nr loved ones 
who had hetn m OPB 
^All ad alt OFF pnsontrrs whu are still 
in sratc custody are currently hejflg held 
at either Angola uc Hunts, There is 
word also that pcopir who w'ert hnng 
hdfd AT OPFtmi less ihan a SlkHEJO bond 


eLcher will or could (depending OP 
you talk co) be released if a faniEb d 
and is able to provide some kind □( 
address. Other family members bvr 
been cold Thai records are not avaihb 
yet, but once the computer sysEcir ei 
up, they intend Dn holding heahn^ia 
'a couple of weeks' to processf rebio 
"We have not been able EO find oui 
how many of the 6,DOO-pfus OFP 
pnsoners are accounted for Tlie 
York Times today reports that Shenff 
GusEnan daims the prjsnncrs haix dl 
been moved outside the city As ofdtii 
morning, however^ it the OPP 
computer sysEem was sEjII down, 
hard to faEhom bow [he SJiEnff could 
credibly make such a claim. 

“We haw heard dismrbini; acCoumsE 
the evacuation of OPR 1 e wems Gwtw 
in Jefferson Parish was evacuated oiiwl 
bui we have no informaiLon on wf-.oi 
Of how' it w'ai cvacuaEed. 

"We also know now tbaE il Icasr sm 
of the people who were arrested duriPi 
the general cvacnation art now bcin^ 
held at Gretna ui jeffrrsem Parish. Th 
iTkcdia rtpotts earlier ui the vveck icpcHffl 
people arrested were being held in the 
Greylujund station. W'e don^ kno'w 
w^hether this is iTsll the c^ and him\ 
been able to get si phone number for 
families to call. FFLIC has not confififus 
that sli youths have been accounted bt 
“We do not yd know where petipie 
age 16 or under who tiTre arrcsiEcd 
during the general evacuation are hm( 
held. Families scattered around nuK 
states are desperately trying lo findoiiL 
where their kidi and other family 
members Ore being locked 
soft on page B lor r}f\m on Hm 
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Anarchism 

An^rcliins wnrk tijwartLi a socwty of 
muru^l aid snd vofuntarj' co-opcration, 
Wc reject govcmmetiu and all forms of 
cxploiralion and domination. 

Prfcdojn Press is an independenr 
anarchist pubJisher^ (bunded tn 11^ ^6. 
Besides this nevvsipapen whKh comes 
out e very mo weeks, we produce b^xika 
on 0.11 aspects of anarchist theory and 
practice - see our website for a full Lst. 

In our bLiikliriig in IxMidon we run 
Briiain's biggest anarchist bookshiijp 
artel host the Autonomy dub mcciini$ 
loom and the rrccdom Hacklab upen- 
Hicces4 IT sipaor. 

Our aim ti to^xpbin anBrehism 
more widely and to show that people 
esn work to^thef and uw dircci action 
to ptactically improve our lives arid 
build A better world. 

Freedom^ editors wish to present a 
broad range of anarchist thought, and 
a& such the views expressed in the 
p^per are those of the individual 
contributors and not necwsarily those 
of the editorial collcaive, 

Angel Alley 

tnspired hy ihe work of cur new 
upstairs neighbours the Advisory 
Service for Squatters, who have turned 

__ _aj __ _ 

space ilhcy even got the creak one of 
the floorboafcEsf, we had a bit of a ndy^ 
up at our own pLicc. 

.Among the items recovertd were 
missing correspondcftce, revolutionary 
French newspapers from (we kid you 
nof) the early )94CH, and j frankly 
liJicuEnuit number of back Usues from 
the last few yeai^. We've abo found 
thousands of stickers fora printer 
which no longer work^. 

Being the recycled-producr ioving 
souK that we are, we"d rather run 
throw thijj- stuff out, so if ajniyE>ne would 
like to have a look over it jot in the 
case uf the stickers^ just carting mosr of 
them away...; yny'J tie nuire rhan 
welcome to have a word wirh the folks 
^t the shc^. 

On 2 shghtJy more worrying note, a 
dereJoper a about to start building a 
block of flats next door to us and will 
apparendy he removing and then 
rebuilding a party wall we shaec to 
.illow the company to do some oJ its 
building work. We'll be looking into 
that^ and hoping tlie work doesn't 
cause too much djsfness to our own 
fragile old building. 

Contact details 

Freedom Pressp ^4h Whitechapel High 
Street, London El 7QX 
lel/fa k: 020 7247 9149 
W'Ww.frccdoniptvHiorg.uk 
ffif^jnrres.' info4!fet:dornptctfi,(jrg,uk 
CiOpy/Ltii4fT$: copy@EreedcrrtipfTes5.org.nk 
Sttbi<rriftiicnu: sub4@frcedtiEnpPcss.org. uk 
Bouhshnpi shop@frreJiirniprcsK.org.uk 
fri^dom Press Distrifmtifm: 
di4rTo@ freedom prcS 5 .org.uk 

Next issue 

ITie next issue will be dated 1st Octohiirr 
and the last day to get yuur copy to us 
will be Friday 23rd September isce 
conEacr details above for where to send 
your kltefVarttdEsJ. 


No hope, no 
chance 

llie dfrermath hasn^i begrni. There arc 
still thousands trapped in a beleaguered 
city hy Water, di^a^e, lack of supplier 
I and hy far the most galling - lack of 
competence and care. The disaster that 
has striick New Orleans in the shape of 
hurricane Katrina has afiked some 
fkindanient.al ^uc^tion£ about the 
current American administration., but 
just as importanfly it asks deep and 
demanding questions about the namie 
of American, and therefore Westcrrij 
govcmmciH as a whole. 

While many still endure the physical 
eifecfs oE the disaster some might say 
that thi^ is not the time to look at the 
wider issues and currents that have left 
the people of New Orleans flailing in 
the rising waters^ However* it is cxatrly 
now, 2 $ the levels of angjer and incredulity 
of the people Mississippi h at its 
highest, that voictis miest be raised to 
fathom the reasons why so many 
should have been treated* apparently, 
so badly. 

In Britain Thetv has been, siitprisiogJyi 
an exatninatioo of the Bush administra¬ 
tion^ lukewarm, if not frozen, response 
to what has been dubbed one of 
America^ gremesr tragedies in hislcry. 
Bubbling uhdemcarb the cold rhetoric 
of the media is an almost, (though 
thankfully not quite), dumbstritck need 
to define the White House's position as* 
at best, incompeieni, and at worst, 

give 1 damn.But why should they r 
m it for chem? Surely by the 
time die next eleetton round (in 
a far off 2008), many more events will 
have Interceded for the vawt majority of 
Americans reducing the current Crisis of 
New Orleans only as i dim and distant 
memory. 

F^t bluntly the Amcricjn governmenr 
has TK3r been there when it has been 
moet needed. Critics havf consistentfy 
commented on this iact w^ith a naive 
amount of surprise. They are only there 
when It suits them. Their action^ must 
fulfil the most fundamental entena that 
motivates govemmenr - what will it do 
far them in terms of retaining ot 
gaining power. 

Irogically* withm We^em democracies^ 
p«>pk bfivc come to mly* almtisi 
exclusively, on their governments and 
their agencies for I he answers and 
solurians to their societies' problems 
and crisis. 

This reliance on a system tliar purporfs 
to care deeply abcoa the pei>plc*s ^oncdtis 


when it evidently doesn 'i is one of the 
fundamental flaws of any goveinmenl 
from a citizen's point of view. What 
this leads in are the scenes we have 
witnessed over the last few days; looks 
of shock and horror as gun wielding 
members of government agencies speed 
through areas full of desperate pimple. 

When a govcrnincnt ordets m own 
troops away from, tfic important tasks 
of search and rescue towards the 
seemingly petty defence of buildings 
from luctets then the basic moiivatiDns 
of I hose in charge musi be placed under 
the micro&cope. 

Thcte i-s a deeper concern in feJarion 
to the Amencan people's reliance on 
their clearly uncorLcerncd Government. 
So much trust and hope has been 
placed in the hands of those that don't 
deserve it that the ability to aa far 
oneself and for the benefit of thtRse 
around j-oUi either physically, mE>nlly, 
intellectually or spiritually is massively 
tmpAired. 

but should wc be surprised? The 
seemingly callous way the populitiria 
of Kew Orleans hasmmed in on itself 
during this crisis only high lights the 
results of placing irLaterlaiism at [he 
centre of any sociciy^i definition. It 
[leciTts foolhardy in subject a populatioi] 
to years of Aurhoriiarian spcauorcd 
devotion tocapitali^rn and ihcn look 
aghjtit as they place the desire m seize 
guns and telcvi$jons ibovc the desire to 
help those around [hem. 

^ivwi pn« 

a negative one cwn (Red Cross cargoes 
were turned away by the Federal 
Enncrgeocy Management Agency) was 
one side of the medb coverage which 
followed the hurrkane. The nthtr wa$ 
an attempt to pmtray riicse who sought 
food, drink and medicaElon^ in order to 
Kurvive a^ and 'tivviess ojutivhists'. 

As hip-hop iiopemar Kanyc West said; 
“I hnie the way they portray us in tJie 
media- If you see a black family, it says 
they're looting. See a white family^ it 
says they're looking for hiod,'" 

The atrcmpi by the State and corporate 
propaganda to Icjutimare the shoot- 
to-kill p^diQ implemented once ^Idlers 
did arrive. In fact, they [reared the 
suffering as a military i;^rarioii* and 
phrases like “'Take hack* the city" were 
circulated. This w-^as largely unnecessaryr 
reports of violence by the people of 
Kew Orleans are greatly exaggeriied. 

Bur diQ cm'crage failed eo mention other 
kcf factors in the disasiec painting if 
largely as An unforeseeable natural 
phenomenon. I| vv^s not. 


ZAPATA 

OF MEXICO 


by 

PETER E. NEWELL 


Zapalft was Iha leading ngura of (he Mecic^ti Rovt^uUnri af 1910. Me fouilrE for tht djEhU 
er iDcal camnwnnhafi against greedy IftttdlpMt, uvacIwutK poEltielans and fa reign aumtl 
coflipHnltfi. LTndfir the slogan nait Ubii1)i!' he (nicinn the putesi lEnitindkrritnt 
vf the HeiUean Ra^eluUnri. £[i|Htfl'iTTifiriniiy, (ike hJs rides m Fn M^xke. 

Novf available at £ 9‘.50 iposl free infend) frooi Freedom Press 


In some ways it was the pamatly the 
result of eco'terrorisiti the over 
cansumptlon and gross pollunon by the 
world's fuosi eovironmentab and 
energy-profligitt nation. 

<:timatiologists have known (and have 
tried to make public) for decades the 
likely impacf of climate change. Greater 
ferocity of hurricanes, if not necessarily 
[heir gtraicr fteqoeney,. is known to be 
a by-product of higher rejnperafures tn 
the .Atlantic Ocean. Hurrk:anes ate ihe 
result. Hush's denial and dliSJiiissa] of the 
science of climate change is well knovnir 

The ex rent ot the damage coul d also 
have been control led in New Orleans if 
thoase Ecsponnibie fof safeguarding the city 
had acted on intonnatlon freely available 
to them for yeais. 

For instance the New Orleans project 
manager for die Army Corps t>f Engineers, 
Alfred Naonu, hud been warning for 
years nf ihc need i» shore up the levees^ 
bui rhe Bush runta *nd congress kept 
cutting back on the funding. 

The most recent act of ticghgenoe was 
a t7l.2 millioa reduction f&r rhe New 
Orieans dlscricE in fiscal year 2006. *l'vc 
never seen this Ici'eJ of reduction,” Naomi 
roM rhe New Orleans OryBusiness 
paper in Junrc of this year. His district 
had "idcntined Sl5 millkm in projects 
to build and improve levers, flood walls, 
ind pumping smtlpiu...^ |bui what we 
receive i»J enough to pay naiades but 
link else.'" 

In 2001 FEMA " ranked rhe pOTcniial 
damage to New^ Orleans as among the 
three likelie$ti most catasttnphk 

aiB APMPW- pUm 4i-ii-VirHen 

to Eric Bcfgcr in the Hauscon Chronicle 
in December of that year. “‘The city's 
less-rhan-adequate evacuarion roiiibes 
wou!d strand 250+000 people or more, 
and probabl)^ kill one of len left behind 
as the city drtiwned under twenty feet 
of waten Thousands of refugees could 
land in Houston.'’ That's pretty much 
what is happening. 

In june 2003+ Civil Enginecting 
Magazine cairred a story by Greg 
Brouwer* *The Creeping Sitonii'. ir noted 
thjit the levees ""were designed to with¬ 
stand only forcei associated with a fast- 
movirig" caiegory 3 hurricane. 

On 1 IrJi October 2004^ a lengthy 


bureauciocyT tongcr chains of command 
and a more complex, ctiml>erwniE+ 
scrucrure with pcfsonal empires to he 
huih and protected. 

As Karl Rove sm about ordwatriTirig 
a darnage-hmication FR campaip and 
Halliburton ififairEd to 'rebuild* army 
and marine fadJitieSp there arc sftfw 
^igrus That failitlies in the worsr-afrecied 
areas have begun to set up self-help 
groups instead of relying on the State- 

The Pix^mciheus Radio Project, for 
exampk, has been planning micro radio 
sysrems for those displaced in Hotiiton. 
This IS a wckome sign. But dicrc seems 
SlFfle the average displaced earless (omily 
can do to curb vehicle and power plant 
emissions across rhectmtlnenE. The fear 
must be that mher disasters will hive 
TO happen before action is taken ro hall 
cbm ate change. 

Louts Further 

Secret agents 

Secret Service luierference in radical 
movements is a serious matcer. Aciivisis 
have hod their lives rboroughly mes^sed 
upj some are in prison * and a Eew, like 
Hilda Murrell and others arc dead 
because of it. Therefore ibe subject 
needs to be taken seriously- It worriH 
me chat you describe Larry O'Hara as a 
SpookhuntcT* in your cditonaliBation 
of my long report on the O'Hara versus 
^aylcr debate (page 7 of Freedom, 20ih 
August l-OOJ). 

Perhaps, tnore worryingly, you 
ectoneously capnon a picture of the 

' t lemexitary iTJ^.ikes J j|u> [hjj -will 
undetmuie the credibility of your 
nugaztne. Please cbti’t trivaEiie the 
copic in [his slipshod way+ 

Steve Booth 

Searching for... 

Tm trying [o find suitirone I k>s[ rmdt 
of in the eady I^SOs in Uammifton. 

His name was John England - he wa» 
an ananchist who worked as a porrer 2t 
Warwick University. He was a c^tmrade 
on [jcamingron Atm Racisr n^nii FasezBt 
Comminee, Can you help me or point 
me in [he iigh[ direction? 


warning piece by Paul Sussbaum was 
puhlkhed tn the Philadelphia Inquirer, 
mEitled 'Direct Hurricane Hit (Ck>uld 
Drown City of New 0[lcaiis+ Experts 
^y.' Jr said [hit "more than 2.^000 
people DDuld dJe, entergency' offteials 
predin, Thai would make ir the 
deadliest disasier in US history." Tlic 
article quoted Terry C. Tullei; oty 
director r^f emergeiKiy prt pa redness: 
'it^only a ntarrer of time. ITie thing 
rhal keeps me awake at night is [he 
100,000 people who couldn't leave.'* 
It's hard to avoid reaching rhe 
conclusion that the State efr'ecrively 
ignored the region because it b largely 
popuLared by iow-incofiic, African^ 
American faniilles who jusr do not 
count [o Bush and co. 

Curtimunlty kadrrs in New Orlcanv 
are now saying that if there were no 
petroleum refineries in the area they'd 
snil be waiting, and fear [hat if the cky 
is rebuJlr+ it will be gentrifred and its 
character complerely losL 
The guvcmiticfir could have sent 
emergency fortes to help. Bur up lo 
4{J% of those who might have helped 
from Southern States - and much 
valuable and necessary equipment - am 
deployed in froq And Afjd^nistjn. What's 
moce, FEMA had its hands tied having 
horn absorbed recently into rhe Depait^ 
ment of Homeland Bocurity - greater 
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Quiz answers 


1 ^ Brauh and Ancac trrK»p4 mutiiticd againit 
hamh tnegement and pour conditiqns. 

1. BeuLQc the tmg mmtkined children 
kiliuig each urher “‘with a gun beugjit .u 
ihc Vt'alffliiT diimurtr wonH*, Far easier 
IP *iop leEEiir^ records to cKikfpefl than 
gum; 

3, Tbf earthivcim. 

4, The Gnman Anarchtot-Ppgo Pany, i 
fairly JirivntDLu grtHip of punki., whiMe 
hroadras fratured naked women, 
pBiTyiii^ uid akokQl-rutlied vindabsin, 
Thcif mnfTO; "Work ii shit'. 
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REVIEW 


lain Mackay finds in Workers’ Power an extraordinarily insightful 
and well researched work of histoiy and theory 


M Auria Bniiton The 
pscLidonym und^r which 
Chnsrciphcr I^allis 
[ 1923-2005 f wroce and 
irandared for fhe British 
[ibrnaitan socislli^ 
group Solidarity tVoitl 
\%Q until the early 1990s. Brinton's 
tnAslatjoni of libertarian iiDeidlisi 
G^mcliij&Ca^turiadis' work (under rhe 
psfLtchmyrn 'Paul Cardan’) tfontraholed 
irmrn^ly iu enriching lihemrian 
pdities ki the English speaking world. 
Hpv^'cverK Brin ton’s awn work was iusT 
flfunpurtant (and in tnany ways, wider 
i^i^fcopel than Cnsrnriddij''« iscan be 
from this Liollecrion. 
rhe book has i diverse ran^r of 
ikiuncnts; as w'clJ as articles on numerous 
ui^ects, there i^jrt reviews, intrcnlijetiDns 
tnorlicr works and hiiown pamphlets. 

Tic larter include ihr classics The 
bithevjki and Workers’ CanifoJ and 
Hr Irmrional in Policies^ fhc former n 
^ndbreaking lucouni ol the Ru^ian 
R^olurion and ihe latier a pupqilar 
trmduction into the idw ot' rev'oiufiondry- 
pfHihiatnit Wilheim Retch which 
fdrtre$ the mie of sdtual reprcttton and 
^'jhoritarian conditioning in creating 

.1_I!—_..nrt ^ l-k^ 

COniinuuiiLx: I/I k^iii» Wjitmijr. mat viviu 

cyc-witness reports from upsurges of 
popular iielf-activity: the Belgian Gcmcral 
Strike of 1960-61; FraiKe in May 1968; 
and Portugal in 1975 and 1976 are 
windH:>w^& into whac is possible one? 
people start to shake off their chains 
and feci they have (xiwer over their 
tHvfi fates. 

Freedom was at the c^rnf of Brinton's 
vision of lihcrrarian socialymi. He knew 
that genuinely hhertariaTi politics had 
to be anti^apiralisT^ as hoih it and 
Stalinism **scek to subordinate the great 
maioriry to the needs of their ruling 
groups Men w'ant ro be more than 
well-fed servants. iTie dcsinf lo be free 
i& not a pious liberal phrascp but she 
mo^t noble of man’s dcsirts. The pre¬ 
condition of this freedom of course, 
frerJom lu the field of pr^Klucrion - 
w'Bjrkers' management. There can be no 
real freedom and no real future f^ir 
humanity in an eiploitiiig society. The 
parb to freedom lies through rbe 
socialist nevolution." 

Brintnti stressed thar working class 
people^ due to their piisiton in 5ociety+ 
misted hiesranrtiy and, as 3 consequence 
of their experiences^ could draw revolu- 
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iionaTy conclwicm (helped^ rd course, 
b) ihcpse who had alfeady made that 
journeys As a necessary consequeuce oi 
this perspective,, be rightly viewed a 
revojuttonary organisariiDn as an 
jnstrunTcnt that working class people 
cculd use to transform ^i>dety rarher 
than seeking tts lead them, lii other 
words, [he haste an-archiyt idea of 
revolurtonaries influencing the class 
struggle as equals rather than as 
repositories of the ix^necr revolutionary 
ideology w'hkb utherii should follow 
(whether they want to of not). As 
Bolshevism showi^d, the latter mentality 
leads m the inevitable substitution of 
party power for workers powcfr 
Simikrl^, stitssed that any nfuiolutaLmar)' 
argnnisatiem should try to prefigure 3S 
much as possible the (umte society wt 
want in its structure and decision- 
making, in other words by practising 'self- 
managrmcni'. .'^m, the simiLiritica with 
snarchijim are clear. Finally, Brintun 
argued that a gemimdy Uberiarian 
organ Esation had to encourage people 
ro rely on their own effona rather rhan 
rrust in leaden. As he put it* "Wc 
consider ttrationai (and/or dishonest) 
ihar those who talk nvost of the masses 

n> create a new jociety) should have the 
leasr confidence iji people's ability to 
dispense with leaders," 

His dLsnirssa! of Lcnmist organisation 
in the essay Revolurionary Qr^nisahon 
is short hut devastating. He nores thar 
while laininiscs argue ihat “to (iglit the 
highly centralised forces of modern 
I capiraJisin requires an equally centralised 
type of party" this “igiiores the fact 
that capirab^i cejirrali^atioii. k based on 
Coercion and force and rbe cxduE^ion of 
the overwhelming majoriry of rhe 
popular!on /rom participating irt any of 
irs decisions.'* Hquaify, while Leninists 
claim rhat such organisatioiis are robust 
under stare repression in reality they are 
“pfirticularly vulnerable to police 
persetution'’ for when "all k 
conoentrared m the bands <if the leaders, 
tbeir arrest immediately piaralyses the 
whole organisation. With tbeir usual 
tnccmsi^Eicy, the friotskyists even explain 
the demise or their ^'cstern Eiirtrpean I 
sections during %brld War Two by I 
telling people how rheir leaden were 
ouirdercd by the Geitapo!” 

A key parr of his w<irk was to study 
past rev«iJurjonsi, parncularly the Russian, 
in order leam froin the past and not 
repeat ir. This jneant eririquing t^mnism. 
l-iaving come through the I eninisr pnyth* 
he was Well placed lo destroy Ef which 
be did in his rnosr important and 
Enflucntial work. The Bolsheviks and 
Workers^ Gmtroi, 19] 7-J 921: The State 
and Counter-Revolution. 

In greji detail, Brinton documents the 
ami-worker economic policies of the 
Bolshevik regime and shows beyond 
any doubt their Jinks with rheir pre- 
revolution ideas on what sodalism was, 
ft is a very well researched pleer of 
history, chronicling rhecennomk aspeers 
of the Russian m'olution and rrcouEiting 
the harries that (Kcurred in the work¬ 
place berwren difrereni vis ions of 
socialistn and what they meant in 
practice. He traces the dimination of the 
Russian factory commrrtecs of 1917-18 
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and the rofe BoE^bei^ik ideology' and 
policy played in it. He shows that the 
i»ttiadard claim thar Bolshevik autbort- 
ran'anrsiti started as a result of thedviJ 
war is not supported by the facts. 

it catiopi he stressed enough how 
imp^irrani and gE'ound-breaking this 
work is. Brinton shows that rather than 
have the new socialJ^t ecomuny on rhe 
I Organs workers had created themselves, 

[ as anarchists argued^ HoJsbevisin saw 
these (at best) playing a minor role 
wiibin an ccooDmy stnictyred around 
msti tiitioo^i: created by a nd in herited 
from capitaJism. A$ be stressed., ""oiiiy 
the ignorant or those willtng to be 
deceived can itill kid themselves into 
believing that pmletanan pt>wer at fhc 
point of production was ever a 
fundamental tenet or objective of 
Bolshevism^. The Bolsheviks, as Lenin 
had promised, built from the EOp-down 
ihcir sysfein of ^unified adminisrratum'^ 
based on the Tsarist system of central 
bodtes which governed and regulared 
certain indusrrirs during thu wan So 
^thin six months of the Qcrcjber 
revolution, Lenin had replaced private 
capitalism with state tapftaliim. Ir is 
this process, ^Eld im ideologicah routs, 
which Bnnioji cbronicles so ablw There 
are flaws wiih the book of cemrie. 

Vt'hile Brinton mentioned some pulittcal 
devrlopmenn in bis chrunolcsgyp he 
failed to interlink the economic and 
political policies of Bolshevism as well 
as be could have. This, of course, 
would have increased the Jrnitrh of the 


book considerably but Bfdshrvik 
authoritarian policies were not limited 
ro just undermining economic democracy. 
To lie fair, voufcc materiEil was nor as 
available then as it i* tiow. Siinilaflyi 
the fime there ms little un w'Ofkiiig class 
resistance to, and otganisatiEHi against, 
BolsbevLsm. Subsequent reijaarch has 
strength cTied Hnnton^i analysis rafhet 
I ban refuted it. 

\thjle his pulincs ^vere extremely close 
to communist-anarchism [editor David 
Gfkidway calls them fully anafchist | 
in his excellent EriTroducrk3n;+ Brinton’s . 
pcfspecTjveii on anarchism were too 
shadt^J by his Leninist tuckground. Thu j 
jcan he seen from his. review of Paul f 
Avrich’s hotsk The Russian Anarchists. [ 
While be is tight lo bemoan the anti- J 
organiisaTiDnj^l and artti ^theoretical 
tetidendes ol Russian anarehiifim 
(sE>mething all tog commonly shared in 
tIw English speaking; aftirehist rTkivcmentj, 
he does get basic ihings wrong, like 
Kropotkin^ ideas EJrt rhe role of rmiuiai 
aid m SExiety (his oniirnenr Oil Kropotkin 
idealist ing I ^he auronomoui social 
units of a bygone age” is equally ilL 
EEifatmedjr 

Brinton^s dismissal of Kroporkrn is | 
based on Avrich*! summary of h\s ideai 
rather than a readine of the source 
mareriaL While Brinton quotes Avnch 
itiainEaining chat, hit Kropotkin, “cth 
operation rather rJwji conflict is at the 
foor of rhe hisioncd ptricesi' RrofH^tkfn 
■said no such thing. In reality, Kropotkin 
s.m!wd rhiii itiuiual aid wai a lacior ifi 
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I evolotioff along mutiwl * 
I At no rime did he deny the fol 
I struggle^ m ftict the apposite- 
J Equally, only who 

i read Kropotkin could clafin,r 
did, that his -aim i^ to convint 
rea$im with (rather than ro 
those who oppress the rnasses 
hr stond for “3 co-operation th 
transcended ibe b;itricra uf dafr 
fealiEy b different-To quote Kr 
saMAriVf can exist brr^' 
I capitalist and tlw worker he 
Between the bead n/ an army at 
1 soldier? Between Ehcgovcfoins 
I guvernd?" (UWsof a Hfrhcl 1 

f 501 Clearly Kropotkin wus well 
[ that CO-operation enuid not he ^ 
J between cldises. Even Mutual Ai 
I (which cssentEally a work ^ 
^ pupulor science rathrr rfiiii a bo^ 
I revoluEiEHiao' ^Jirclust propaga r 
not blind tu the iaiptirran^^ 
lOdal struggle and L^e tolc it pl-^ 3 
society. 

Ulfrmafely, eHck ate minor btu 
The tore ideas of hnamn in rern:il 
the imptirrance of wlfmanngcme i 
I need for rcvolarinuaiy Theory^ nncJ 
pracikc to take iatna^Cdtunt all •* ^ 

< of hierarchical society, his consbt^ 
[ and Itigic^ remnin as ttkvant tod* 3 
I when they were wTitteft. 


fix Workers' Power br Da-i* ikwJway 
wvd WflEtice Brinliffl, AK Pr?ss^ £12 
tom Fre^orn, ada £12Q twrUs posU J 
anEl pflcK-ng lalaixl. £2.it0<irwssasb 




























A Sideways Look 


Jn ihe* rich world, people ttnd ro expect 
K^nicrhing Ironi their gs^vcritmcnts. This 
i5 rhcoii«d w ‘rhe swiii CRfitfacE' - they 
rax 115 find in rerum provide j Ic^l 
framework, various servicfs and defence. 
Of course, reality never lives up to the 
iKeor); but there cak h^ve been few 
confirmaiiotis of thii as itark as rhe 
hurricane which devastated the soulhcm 
United States, 

Clearly the Bush administralion is to 
blame for making cuts to the flood 
defences and aftownng development of 
natutal barners such as mnfshes, The 
State and City levels of ftovernment 
failed to include the poor in their 
evacuation plans. All sides are busy 
blaming each other depending on which 
of the virtually indisdngULshable capitoilsi 
parties run which aiithuntyv Tile disaster 
struck nn ^rea which has three levels of 
multi'million dollar government - and 
they're all incompetent. 

The previous job of the head of ihe 
Federal Eniergency Majiagement 
Aiithorityfc Michael Brovi'n, was a judge 
for the Internstiunal Arabian Horse 
Associatjon^ a horH; show organisation. 
He was asked to leave from there 
and filled in the time before hecoining 
head of FEMA by working on Bush'it 
campaign team. Even if Bush fires 
him from this sinecure^ he'll find him 
mother somewhere else. His only 
cUitned experience in emergency 
pliinning was as an intern to a local 
gOvi^rnmeni manager I know of at 
least one Unison branch uccreiary in 
London better c^ualtficd io be head of 
emergenC}' plannings but then he's not 
American and hasn't done favours for 
Bu4h. 

Rro^ti also said that residenis who 
stayed in Mew Orleans deserved part of 
die bliimc for not cvactiihtig. These 
would presumably those tda poor to 
a car or afford the fare, too infirm 

who couldn't judge horses should find 
our a lirrle m&rt about some of the 
people who ihcd to walk out of New 
Orleans but were prevented by aimed 
police from the Gretna Sheriff's 
deparrment. IftTien thpy Set up camp on 
the freeway in hill visihiliiy^ the police 
smashed their shelrcrs and srote tketr 
food and water, before driving rhem 
away. .A fact often furgiicten by rhoie 
who carp on about asylum seeker;; here 
is that mosr refugees end up in poor 
countries bordering i;oRf1ii;t rjcmes, for 
example refugees from Darfur arc in 
Chad^ one of the ptHircsE countries in 
the work!. There* people do wJiai they 
can rti help, h ihc most powerful 
cciontry in ihe world, armed police stop 
refugees ctosiing a county line hccjuse 
they don't wjrl pciof (read black) 
people in the;r town. 

This wasa 11 jrural disasten amplified 
by wrong chtiiccs made by government, 
skewed thruudi the prism of race and cbiis 
in the .Ameriizan south. It undoubtedly 
brought out the l>est m some and the 
worst in others. In places where there is 


effectively no equivalent of FFMA, peopte 
must make their awti srtangements. It 
ii a peculiar sociery that thinks the 
welfare of its neighbours isn't its concerTv 
parttcuiarly when it wears its Chr]:stian 
credentiali so proTninently 

SvartkKii 

SoieoK an cytwjne^ account bv swo .ArttcTBcai; 
SocLBlisfs at www.livejiTiurnal.cotii/uscrs/ 
sfsocmtiiii/36S 7.hTrnS 



Septeinnef l&aS: F.ieflcfojr repora -on the 
aftfiimsth of Che Tiannamen Square massscre. 
On 4th June* the People's liberation 
army attacked unarmed demnnstratois 
in Tiamtamen Square with tanks and 
automatic weapons. According to 
different reports, 1,000 and 3*000 
drmDnstmtors were crushed l>eneatb the 
treads of tanks or were shot lu death. 

fluf perhaps these number^ were too 
low as, according to press reports, the 
army attempted to disguise the number 
of its victims hv crushing their bodies with 
tanks and then cremating rbe remains 
on the spot with flame tbrower$. 

Since ihtEi rhe Chine:se regEme has 
undertaken a propaganda offemivc, which 
would have filled Joseph Gocbbcis with 
adfuinition. The Chinch Commumst 
regime nofw clalrm that no massacre took 
place* and that up to 1*OPO of their 
heavily armed soldiers were murdered 
by the unarmed demonstrators. 

Worit, thousands of the idealistic 
y^Hjng people who opposed the cf>iTapt, 
bumucratic con^munist regime have 
already been arrested in the repression 
which foibwed the ma.wcre, many of 
the have been lentenced lo dc^ith* and 
several have already been executed. The 
iucky’ ones will undoubtedly spend many 
ycanui labour and 're-educaiign' camps, 
Bui while events in Oiina are disgu^ng* 
they should come a$ no surprise. Bloody 

disregard for human life goes far Ireyond 
cDprempr for the life and liberty of 
opponents. It is insritutiotialiscd in the 
normal operations of coinmunifit states. 

Lncrcdible brutality ha^t been employed 
routindy in puremr of the obicctiv-cs of 
the totalimrian elites who run these 

fiyicems. 

The reason for these monstrosities « 
not difficult to find. It is inherenr in 
Leninist dogtna. 




iotef-CeMkitai Saiiutic 


i^xkafSitaiur BMVt* tfSff 
tMii«stsiudae 6cnn£^. 


Ci}rtKt,9vs^ycM. Wte buyir®KBNBBs 
wineqtow democrat s^y' - 





Imagine If... 


The quiz 


Ih what happened at tipples in northern 
France in I9lg> 

2. How did "Love is a Good ITiiug^ gei 
Sheryl Crow's record banned from 
Walmnrt? 

3, What did Darwin describe os more 
powerful tkan the elephant and niore 
impoftonf to the econorny than the 


Mike Myers w'os feeling a little foolisk. 
He'd reacted badly when Kan ye West 
had stood up on US natiotml lelevisicsra 
and spoken for everyone with a 
conscience, railing against the state's 
disregafd for the lives of black 
anierican>„ 

“‘George Bush hates black people.^ 
The rap star had bellowed^ 

He'd iust stood ihere ipicnittg it and 
continuing m read the autocue, like 
some kind of weak-minded corporate 
$chill unwilling to take his no^e horn 
between their comfortahiy padded 
executive arses. 

Where had ihe days gone when his 
brand of irirevereni slapstick humour 
had been employed m the service of 

u3*j^Lnju Liiv ' * 

ajHsiociats? 

Back then, he and his trusty ami- 
capfcallst sidekick Puss, along with his 
coloured donkey friend had stuck one 
to The Man by showing that damn 
king and snobbish fuiry what was 
what] 

Bur now... 

Uhat had becorne of him} Tern of 
rbou^ands die in a tragcKfyp the US state 
hold guns to [he survivofSi to stop rhem 
"IcMjting' fcHid and he'd jui^r shifted 
guiltily while someone eliie stood up for 
whac right. 

Just well he had hts millions of 
dollars earned from fiinu they'd gone 
to wauh, othem'ise he^d be 
inconsolable. 


Listings 




1 


4^ Whose party polthcal broadcast 
livened up a dull German election^ 
even though it was censored? 
Anjii-ers om f}af^e € 


I 



17th September Home Education Fair 
from Ipm to 5pm at Wtsrbourne Grove 
Ghufch* Westbourne Gwe, London 
W11, caU m S?&9 om or email 
mfo^hoicaineducadon .□ rg. uk 
17th September RhIsDANCF-, benefit 
tor local G3 ■defendanrs .and Bristle magr 
Malcolm X CencTfi* Ciiy Road+ St Pauls, 
Bristolp £$ (befiwe 1 IpmK after. See 
brktle.org^uk fut mote mfo 
22nd Sqricmbcr World car-fcce dajrv w 
ca rbuiterikarg/wefd 

24th September London Anarchist Ftjrum 
talk 'WiKiflOi Blake* mj^etic, madman or 
anarchistr [speflkefi Steve Ash) at 1pm 
in the Autonomy Gubat Preedorn., S4b 
Whitechapel High Slrretp London UI h 
see evcntfaodissLcs.bravchosr.coin 

550446 or info^lakenbeatbacrion.cws 
2Sth September London Vegan Festival 
fiom ] Oam nD 7prn n Kensington Town 
Hati* Hornten Street, Lc^don W8, see 
lcindonveganfestival.or|.o k 
25tb September Bnitle magi what next? 
meeting* 2pm to .Spm at Kcbcle Si>^]al 
Centre* 14 Robertsort Road, BristoSj we 
brisile.org.uk 

25lii SepEember Bencfil gig for Hannah 
flush (faUcly arrested and charged wnh 
assault on a pr^llce officer rhe GH 
protests in Glcncaglei. money left ^*vcr 
will be donated to 0^ Legal Support 
leamL at Colour* Inverness Street^ 
Camden* London, with The King Blues* 
plus more the (acoustic ^ka, slam 
poetry and the fiticif dj^L adm £S 
27rh September in 2fid Oaoher Peoples' 
Global Action conference in hlaridwar* 
Urtnmnchal, Ncirtli Lidia, ree agp.org 
19th Sq?tcn^ Buhhling up Duwti Under, 
workers' ^tmgglcf: io Australia* member^ 
of Melbourne Anarchist Cnrnmunisi 
Tproup ^peaii, 7pm at ibe Autonomy 
Club, Freedom* 84b Whirechapet High 
Street* London EJ (iiiccEifig convened 


bv Anarchiiit FiedcTatLon^ London) 

1«i Qciober Star Wars= an mrrntfltnm. 


aciivisi^ conferctice, organ' 


lied by 


Yorbhirr CND, tor more iof« 

c ndyorks .gn-apc.org 

I St October Planning rflcccdig 
climate campa^ demo jEO tic ^ 
December, midway rhrnugb ( ^ 
round of LTN climate lalLs in 
MontrralL from 12 noon Eo * 

Asian Cultural Centre, ^ 

Cowley Rod Jk Oxford. 
campaigncc.org 

16th Ocfober IrtiemaEioin^l iWV <>\ 
action against McDonald 
World Food Day, i^H 020 126? 

(jr see mc:sporlighr,org 
22nd October The 24th 
- .thf, 

N7* from I Oam to 6pmH for Info see 
freespace.vi^n nctAinafchiii.book 
23id Ocfobfff Freedom to Protest 
conference in central London from 
I lam to 5pnq* for more info sec 
frccdomiorreaiinr.org. u k 


Introducing... 


Blackcufrent Community 

Social cfHtn and hookshop 
the centre Oocupbi an old school butkling 
and hosts klfcd, lUC, Defend Council 
Housing, Greenpeace and much more. 

One OJgaiuser lummariicd the group^K 
ifcccnr acfivlitcs: “We had a gixtn festival 
last week wluch wenr well wirh music 
and a lot going ret, and wc run a stall in 
the lowTi centre every week which local 
people in rhe commimiry get invedved 
with. Ajxiit htjoi providing space for local 
groups to mret in* we have a radkal 
library and open our dtHirs at cemin 
times for lucib souse ii.'* 

24 St frfictiaers WortJhimpttin 
contact 01904^ MS blKtennarKeilneofle.net 
Webste: linpv'/*)bii.cQm/bca/ 
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SUBSCRIPTION FORM 

Sand 19 Fr««dom Pm*, t4b WltHecliap^J High Strait London El 7QX 

CJ Pletsa start« NEW subsdrl^on to Freed out' for.. tssues 

Q PlBise RENEW my subscrtptiQfl w fiwdom far... Iswes 

LJ lerchsn n dor>atloA 

Q Id 'ki u> pay by Standing Oftdtr atuf have completed [he torm fsee ligfir) 

I enctesp i ..papent (cheq^w payable to Freedofii Press p3ea^) 


Name .... 


khl-pu 


STANDING ORDER FORM 

Pleesfi return Io Fraodom, Bib WNItechapel Stiwt, Lnndon El TQX 

To the manager (yuur biak) 

Bank name .............. 

Bank aodress ................ 


... 


.......... Postcode. 

.each rnoflEh/quaNer/ytar (daleto ae appieptiate) stadiig on (date). 

Mamets) oE acciitunt hefderfs) ...... ■ I ■■nil iirrri-hi--F-i > ... ■ -i ■ ■ iH f-hK-i 

Account niHiiber .......... Sod otufe.. 

Sijralare.... . 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 




iwvc* *MMim 

l-jXiM t^psga 


..Posucode ...H,*.,..., 


For baih use anh 

Ptease pay epps sum to Freedom Prass, account numtier 02946905, sort code 73-00-05. AlMnce | 
A Lercasier Commerdel Sank pto, Bndie RoadK Bootle, Mdrs^eysirte GFR OAA I 


FfwJum [Z4 InHijifue price It Jiutc 
DAir^ms If.OO 

hsgjijr 20 00 M.OO 29.00 41.0Q 

irswueani 28.00 ^.00 36.00 ^6.00 

SiWfftfli 46 00 60.00 60.09 72.00 

Get is touch i#llli ui ^ ennib d iHtWe rates. 

Note lJu[h»e i lev iaU rate. 

Vbo cm itf» use Ehfl Wmi Qrtter fmii to erHure 
thfti Fcv suMCrpco^iKir^ ^ nme, or 4 
;rww4ffi to make i e|jtf doiatjiie m ttMwn. 

Ml pnen irv ii 

ftw Can nw vibscnbe onlue at 
ifcvrw.Erwdfltopress.Ofguk 
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